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II.— HouR ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


The Charu Mihir of the 25th July says that one of the objects of cassv mn. 

8 Mr. Greer’s visit to Mymensingh is to ascertain Jury 25th, 1899. : 

Mr. Greer's visit to Mymen- hy oppression by badmashes and cases under | 1 

sett sections 363, 366, 376 and 454 of the Indian Penal — 

Code are gradually increasing in that district and that special measures, if a 
any, are required to put them down. 

It may be that some of the cases instituted under the above sections are i 
false. But a list of the cases instituted during the last 10 years will clearly 1 
show that there has been an appalling increase in their number. This 
increase bas been due, without doubt, to the laxity of police administration. 
The Inspector-General should collect a list of the cases instituted during some 
years past, calmly consider this important subject and then report his views to 
the Government. 6 f : 

It is not known what steps Government will adopt for checking badmashi 
of this kind. Considering the large area and — of the district, an 
experienced Joint-Magistrate and an Assistant District Superintendent of 
Palice should be appointed for the Tangail and Jamalpur subdivisions. The 
latter post should be given to an intelligent native Inspector of Police, 
possessed of a good moral character. The zamindars, too, should be held 
responsible for cases of badmashi, as they are under the Penal Code for cases 
of rioting. The district will be reduced to a miserable condition if effective 
measures are not taken by the Government and the local authorities to check 
the rapid growth of oppression by badmashes. 

2. The same paper says:— 6 

In many cases of abduction of females by bad- 
Pe mashes, the investigating police officers suppress the 
3 abdnetion cases truth and report the cases as false. But in many 
ee, * cases reported as false, the accused have been tried 
and convicted, as we have from time to time pointed out in this paper. It is 
not, therefore, proper to pronounce such cases false, simply because the police 
report them as such. In many other cases again, the parties come to a 
+ aaa and no evidence being forthcoming, the cases are dismissed as 
false. | 

The late Magistrate, Mr. Earle, wrote in an annual report to the following 
effect :—‘‘ The Mymensingh police have fully maintained their usual evil reputa- 
tion about the taking of bribes. The Sub-Inspectors of Police in Mymensingh 
earn not less than Rs. 300 a month.” This remark of Mr. Earle’s still strictly 
applies to the Mymensingh police, as its condition has not changed in the i 
least since his time. And not only Mr. Earle gave a bad character to the | 
Mymensingh police, but Mr. Harding, late Sessions Judge, wrote in the course | 
of a trial under section 366 :—‘‘ People have no confidence, and they cannot | 
have any confidence, in the Mymensingh police“ Similar remarks were made | 
by Mr. Anderson also. Under the circumstances, it is for the Government oe 
and the Inspector-General to say if it is proper to employ police officers in | 
investigating cases under section 366 of the ik Code, and what value is to | | 
be attached to the reports submitted by police officers in such cases. 7 

3. A correspondent of the same paper says that even the wind and  caaav Mme. 

Oppression of women in the waves are interrupted in their course, but o pression 


Jamalpur subdivision of the of women by badmashes in Mymensingh know no af 
Se intermission or cessation. 
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The reports of the cases which are week after week published by the 
Charu Mihir are like so many drops in the sea. There is, in fact, no end of cases 
which never go bevond the village in which they occur or are hushed up by 
the panchayats, or are reported by the police in the C“ Form or, if brought 
before a Court of Justice, are never actually tried. The men who commit 


these offences are, therefore, becoming in the highest degree daring and | 
fearless. They have defied every measure which has been adopted for their a 


suppression. = q 
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CHARU MIHIR, 
July 25th, 1899, 


SaNJIVANI, 
July 27th, 1899. 


village in the My mens ingh district. 
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Here are some new cases of oppression in the Jamalpur subdivision :— 


(1) One Ujal M unshi made a complaint at the Dewanganj thana that 
his daughter Gendali, aged 7 or 8, had been ravished by his servant Kaimaddi. 
The accused was sent up ander section 376 of the Penal Code. On the day of 
hearing, the tender age of the girl and her blood-stained clothes greatly moved 
all present. The accused has been committed to the Sessions. 


(2) One Ghetu Kaivarta complained at the Jamalpur police-station that 
Gupta Kaivartini of Kashta Singa, was one night forcibly abducted from her 
room by Nadia Shaikh, Gopal Chandra De, Mahim Chandra Pal and three 
others, and, after being ravished, was left near her housethe next night. Gupta 
made a complaint. The Sub-Inspector, Ganga Charan Babu, being unable to 
trace the accused, returned a C“ Form. Three of the accused, however, 
entered appearance in Court and have been committed to the Sessions, 


(3) One Mehar Mandal was sent up under sections 347, 3.4 and 457 
by the same Sub-Inspector for abducting the same woman, while she was 
living in the house of her landlord, Govinda Chandra Bhattacharyya, for fear 
of the gundas. This man, too, has been committed to the Sessions. 


4) Jahar Shaikh of Charkarchar complained before the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Jamalpur that on the night of the 14th June last when he was 
sleeping in his room with his wife Tyab Bibi, one Mengu Shaikh and six other 
badmashes entered into the room and forcibly carried off his wife. He had 
complained to the Sub-Inspector of e ah but that officer made no investi- 
gation. The Deputy Magistrate, accordingly, granted a warrant for the 
production of Tyab Bibi. In the meantime, the woman was restored to her 
husband by the chaukidar and panchayat of the village. She corroborated her 
husband’s statement, and said that the accused had committed oppression on 
her. Warrants have been issued under sections 344 and 351 of the Penal 
Code against Mengu, Jemaldi and Hosain Shaikh. 


05 Ijar Shaikh of Payla complained before the Sub- Deputy Magistrate 
of Jamalpur that on the 2nd July last Mainaddi Shaikh of the same village 
had used force towards his wife with a criminal intention and allowed her to 
escape only when some people arrived on the 10 that he had lodged a 
complaint at the Jamalpur thana, but the police had made no investigation. 


The Sub. Deputy Magistrate has issued a warrant against the accused under 
section 354 of the Penal Code. 


4. Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from Haliura, Dewan- 
ganj police-station, Mymensingh district, complains 
that the chaukidars of the village are committing 
oppression on fish-sellers on the plea that Govern- 
ment has prohibited the sale of fish in that part of the country, because worms 
have been detected in them. This oppression has put a stop to the sale of fish 


and the residents have been greatly inconvenienced. The correspondent has 
as yet detected no worms in a fish. : 


5. A correspondent of the Sonjivant of the 27th July complains that 
tae chaukidari tax in the villages contained in the 
Basudevpur Urion in the Barasat subdivision of the 
24-Parganas district has been enormously increased 
without a proclamation previously issued for the purpose. And no sooner was 
the tax enhanced then Bipin Bihari Banerji, member for Gurdaha, went 
round with a constable on the 26th June last to collect it. The member told 
the villagers that the enhanced taxes had been fixed by Syam Lal Mukherji, 
member for Rahuta, Bipin Bihari Mukharji, Sub-Inspector, and himself. How 
the poor are being oppressed in consequence of the enhancement will be clear 
from the fact that a man who used to pay only 6 annas has now been assessed 
to 15 annas ; another who paid only 5 annas has also been assessed to the 
same amount; two brothers who live jointly and who used to pay only 3 


annas have been assessed to 9 annas, and tlie taxes of most raiyats have been 
enhanced from 3 annas to 43 annas. 


Some 77 raiyats of Basudevpur submitted a petition to the Deputy 
Magistrate of Barasat for a redress of their grievances. Their representation 
was heard on the llth July last, and the Deputy Magistrate asked Babu 


Chaukidari oppression in a 


The chaukidari tax in some vil- 
lages in the 24. Parganas district. 
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Bhupati Charan Ghosal, late Subordinate Judge, to bring about a compro- 
mise out of Court, | be . . 

The editor observes that as villagers derive no benefit from the chaukidari 
system, nay, are often injured by the panchayats, they are naturally unwilling 
to pay the chaukidari tax; any enhancement of the tax, therefore, becomes 
intolerable. The chaukidari system is, in fact, a part and parcel of the police 
administration, and it is only proper that the pay of chaukidars should be paid 
from the general revenues. 

6. The Hitavadi of the 28th July 3 the following letter from 

its Mymensingh correspondent, Babu Rajendra 

The police officers and badmasht Kumar Majumdar 8 
„ On the 20th July last, I came across the In- 
spector, Babu Prasanna Kumar Bagchi, and the Sub-Inspector of the Nandail 
thana. On seeing me, the Inspector began to roundly rate me. He told me 
that all the cases of assault on women were false, and that I was annoying the 
authorities with false information, He then spoke to me ina threatening 
manner:—‘* The Magistrate has not withdrawn the notice against the 
Charu Mihir. He is seeking an opportunity to prosecute that paper and you.” 
The Inspector said this triumphantly in the presence of a crowd» was 
surprised and protested, but the Inspector did not give up his point. He 
further said that a case regarding a woman, who has once been enticed away, 
or abducted by badmashes, or who is the kept mistress of any person, must be 
considered to be false. That is to say, even a beastly outrage upon such a 
woman should not be considered an offence. Strange reasoning ! 


7. The same paper publishes the W letter :— 

| Jogendra Chandra Das is an inhabitant of 

— — * the Rifa N a village in the Kushtia subdivision of 

K the Nadia district. On the 20th July last, his 

wife, Bamasundari, aged 14 or 15 years, was giving milk to her child, when 

one Momin Shaikh, a Musalman of 27 or 28, tried to ravish her. The scoundrel 

held her down and was about to carry out his nefarious purpose, when the 

cries of the woman and her child drew a crowd and the scoundrel took to his 
heels. 

The woman was found senseless and half naked. Careful nursing brought 
her to her senses, but it took her two or three hours to regain her speech. She 
was found bleeding through her mouth and is still crying. The woman’s 
husband has lodged a complaint with the police, and the Sub-Inspector has 
made 4 enquiry and arrested the accused with the object of sending him up 
for trial. 


The correspondent is willing to give out his name and is even ready to 
help the authorities in making an enquiry. 


8. A correspondent of the same paper complains that badmashes are 
committing all sorts of crime in a village called 
Chandurha near the Nandail thana in the Mymen- 
singh district. They are stabbing people, burning houses, abducting and 
ravishing women. The people are terror-struck and dare not complain against 
the badmashes. Lately they forcibly carried away a respectable lady and 
brutally outraged her. The lady is not willing to submit to the indignity of 
going to law, and her relatives have made up their mind to leave the village. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 
9. The Hitavadi of the 28th July writes as follows :— 


11 The misery of the tea-garden coolies will know 

g . „ no end. As long as the Cooly Act remains in force, 

so long there is no likelihood of cooly oppression being put an end to. Rape on 
female coolies, murder and beating of coolies are no longer rare incidents. 
Here is an instance in point. Two cooly women lately petitioned the 
Deputy Commissioner of Dibrugarh, alleging that they had been fraudulently 
recruited from Bilaspur. An enquiry was made into their complaint and the 
two women were instructed to stay at the steamer ghat depdt till a final 
decision was passed in their case. In the meantime, the manager of the tea- 
garden concerned prosecuted the cooly women before Munshi Ajijur Rahman, 


Lawlessness in Mymensingh. 
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Deputy Magistrate, on the charge of absenting themselves from duty without 
1 1 “he Court sentenced the accused to four days’ imprisonment, 
Hearing the sentence, one of the accused fainted away, and another was 80 
terrified that she had to be carried half naked from the Court-room. The 
women cried most piteously, and even the hardest heart was moved. After the 
expiry of their sentence, 3 have been ordered to be forcibly sent up to the 
tea-garden. This is certainly strange. The cooly women had made a com- 
plaint. An enquiry was being made into their case, and they had been ordered 
to stay at the steamer hät. Under these circumstances, it was certainly 
unlawful, not to say, unkind and unjust, to convict them for staying away trom 
duty without leave and to force them to go to the tea-garden. We hope that 
Mr, Cotton’s attention will be drawn to the case. 
10. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the Poradah 
3 railway case, in which the Station Master, the 
e deat cake tay Fam Assistant Station Master, and the Apprentice Station 
Master of Poradah were prosecuted on the charge of insulting and wrongfully 
confining one Babu Jahuri Lall Basu, and were acquitted by Babu Atul Krishna 
Ray, the local 1 Magistrate :— | 
_ Babu Jahuri Lal complained that he had gone to the Poradah station to 
ost a letter. After the train left the station the Station Master, whose son 
hed been beaten by one of his friends, ordered the second and the third accused 
to detain him, and made him pay the fare from Calcutta to Poradah. He said 
that he had not come by the train, but had only come to post a letter. But 
he was not heard and was insulted and foully abused. On the 6th June, 
Jahuri Babu lodged a complaint against the accused with the local Deputy 
Magistrate. The Deputy Magistrate at first ordered a police enquiry, but 
subsequently instructed an Honorary Magistrate to hold the enquiry. The 
police reported the complaint as true, and said that the accused had made 
themselves liable to be prosecuted under sections 342 and 504 of the Penal 
Code. But this did not satisfy this Gatiram Deputy, this worthless executive 
officer. He asked the complainant to call the accused as witnesses! But 
Jahuri Babu declined to do so. The first accused was then called upon to cite 
his witnesses, and he cited as his witness one of the other two accused. In 
the absence of the complainant and without serving him with a notice, the 
Deputy Magistrate examined the first accused and his witness, and ordered. 
the complainant to present himself at Charkalikapur. There the 2 
Magistrate dismissed the case. This Deputy Magistrate once made himself 
notorious by certain illegal proceedings at Bongong. The case under notice 
shows that he has not changed his nature and is still doing injustice in, the 
trial of cases. The trial of the present case is vitiated with injustice from the 
beginning to the end. 
11. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the case in which 
six male and two female coolies were prosecuted 
* Nadua tea garden cooly before the Deputy Commissioner of Dibrugarh on 
| the charge of assaulting the Manager of the Nadua 
tea-garden and in which the male coolies have been seutenced to four years’ 
imprisonment each :— | 
The accused proved the plea of provocation urged by them, and yet the 
have been severely punished. It is true that there were discrepancies in the 
evidence of the witnesses for the defence, but unfortunately most European 
Magistrates do not understand that illiterate, low-class natives often get 
frightened when summoned to Court as witnesses, and their evidence is 
naturally marked by discrepancy and inconsistency. b 
We see no reason to disbelieve the statement of the accused. The prose- 
cution urged that the male eoolies had instigated the two female coolies to 
solicit the complainant to an act of immorality, that the female coolies had 
actually made obscene gestures, and the male coolies assaulted the complainant 
on the pretext that he had immorally jested with the cooly women. ) 
The Court did not evidently believe this plea of conspiracy and acquitted 
the two female coolies. Now, if one part of the plea of conspiracy be false, 
why not the other part also? The prosecution: utterly failed to prove the 
plea of conspiracy. Natives, especial y lower class natives, are treated as 
vermin by Europeans. They do not venture to raise their hands against 


, ee ie 


a — — 


Se YW ™ 


@ 


ct RO 


e 2 ® 


education. 


68667) 
so long as they are not goadet to d tion. It was not, 
— — to sonviet thee — It is too much to expect an Indian 
to remain undisturbed when ho sees his wife ravished in his presence. We ask 


thorities to consider whether it is a credit to British rule to sentence a 
—— to four years’ imprisonment for assaulting the ravisher of his wife. 
„ henry 
12. The Basumati of the 27th July has the following on the new scheme 
of vernacular education: | 101 4 
The new scheme of vernacular Teachers E qualified to give effect to the 
new system will be 8 pore) * 2 be 
cticable to pre such teachers within two years and a-half. It will not 
pro tena rane to learn the new mode of teaching. He must enter 
into the very spirit of the new system and grasp it thoroughly so that he we: A 
e 


able to vary the system in order to adapt it to varying circumstances. I 
teaching under the new system is done perfunctorily, the consequences will be 
injurious. Considering the stuff of which the pathsala gurus are made, it will 
not be an easy thing to qualify them for teaching according to the new system. 
None but intelligent teachers who have received a liberal and scientific educa- 
tion will be able to do justice to the new system, and such teachers will not 
accept posts in the * for the remuneration which is at present received 
by gurus. Teaching will anny asd be done badly, and primary education 
will practically disappear from the country. | 

n the next place, if the children of the upper classes are taught alon 
with the children of the labouring classes, the former will learn nothing, an 
there will, therefore, arise a serious obstacle to their receiving University 
education. If the new system is introduced, the system of vernacular education 
will be completely isolated from the system of English education, and there 
will be a break in the continuity of education. As a consequence of this, the 
children of men of means will begin their study in igh schools in the towns, 
for their object is to pass the degree examinations of the University. Primary 
education according to the new system will be of no use in passing University 
examinations. To tell the truth, education under the proposed system will be 
as child’s play to those who want to be pleaders, or doctors, or munsifs. Let 
there be, therefore, a continuity between the system of vernacular education 
and the system of English education, or let the carrying out of the new system 
be 8 for a time, and let both the systems of education, primary and 
high, be thoroughly and carefully examined with the view of introducing a 
root and branch change in the entire system of education. 

13. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar . the et, uly says that some well-qualified 

, newly appointed teachers in the English Depart- 
wade teachers and inspect- ment of the Calcutta Madrassa have resi awl] 
because they were employed by the Head Master 
in teaching English in the lower classes through the medium of Urdu, of which 
they do not possess a competent knowledge, and also in teaching Persian. 
The Head Master acted bra in losing the services of such able teachers, 
n 


whose employment in teaching English in the higher classes would have 
brought large numbers of students to the institution. | 


While on this subject, the absolute necessity of introducing Bengali as a 
subject of study in the Bengal Madrassas may be pointed out. It is useless to 


teach Urdu, so long as good men for teaching that language cannot be had, | 


No Bengali or Bihari can teach Urdu properly. 


Mr. Pedler was wrong in appointing Maulvi Mahmud, who is ignorant of 
Bengali, as an inspecting officer. A knowledge of Bengali is an essential 
qualification in an inspecting officer in Bengal, because he has to inspect schools 
and pathsalas in which Bengali is taught. It is hoped that, when appointing 
Musalman inspecting officers in future, Mr, Pedler will remember this. He 
would have done better if he had selected Maulvi Syed Hosain Ali, B. A, 
English teacher in the Arabio Department, instead of Maulvi Mahmud. The 
authorities should not point to Maulvi Mahmud's resignation of his post as 


Deputy Inspector and say that qualified Musalman candidates cannot be had 


04 1 in the W line. It was rg oer selection, whih was 
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14. The Bangavasi of the 20th July writes as follows: — eee 
cae >| «+ -Fpades-o-Stksha, ‘that excellent publication b 
Babu’ Kshetra Mohan 8en Babu Kshetra Mohan Sen Gupta, has been well 
ner ech ncaa received everywhere. Since its first publication it 
has come to be included in the curriculum of many High schools. Last year, 
the Director of Public Instruction appointed it as a text-book for the Middle 
Vernacular Scholarship examination, and his choice has satisfied teachers as 
well as students, The book has been as well received in the vernacular as in 
the English schools, and it has been included in the curriculum of many 
vernacular schools in the Dacca Circle. The book is deserving of commenda- 
tion for the beauty of its composition, for the simplicity of its style, for the 
happy selection of subjects, for the manner in which it conveys moral instruc- 
tion to students, and for its neat get-up. The publication has been praised 
by the leading newspapers and those who are connected with education, 
teachers as well as students. It is therefore hoped that the Director of Publie 
Instruction will appoint it as a text-book fur another year. It is not advisable 
to change the curriculum for the vernacular examinations every year, provided 
the existing text-books are good. Constant change seriously inconveniences 
plucked students, This is why the curricula for the University examinations 
are not changed every year. For the Middle Vernacular Scholarship examina- 
tion Vidyasagar’s Sitar Banavas has been repeatedly appointed as a text-book. 
Lately one of Babu Rajani Kanta Gupta’s publications was twice appointed as 
a text-book. 


15. The Medini Bandhav of the 31st July has learnt from a correspondent 

; that the Principal of the Midnapore College fines 
i ne ‘eon foe Aa students for coming to College 

* bare-headed, but has nothing worse than warning 
for those Hindu students who come to college without their chadars. 

The other day, the Principal degraded a boy of the fourth class to the 
fifth; but; as the boy refused to move from his seat, the Principal had the 
remaining boys of the fourth class transferred to the fifth class-room and the 
boys of the fifth class to the fourth class-room. Was not this ludicrous ? 

Under the Principal's order, the students of the F. A. class have to come 
to college to read English every day after the usual school hours. This 
seriously interferes with their evening recreation and home studies. 

The Municipal authorities should take notice of the Principal’s whimsical 
conduct in these matters. 


16. A correspondent of the Bangabhumi of the Ist August says that the 
Lee Ne ae proposed scheme of vernacular education will 
e interfere with a proper acquisition of Bengali by 
| the boys of vernacular schools. If the scheme is put 
in operation, it is doubtful if the boys trained under it will gain a sufficient 
knowledge of Bengali to e even the vernacular newspapers. According 
to the Committee boys in the first class of Middle Vernacular schools have now 
to go through 1, 400 pages of Bengali literature in two years. Supposing the 
working year to consist of eight and a-half months, the boys have to read one 
and a-half pages of Bengali literature every day. That is not certainly too 
much. Candidates who appear at the Middle Vernacular examination are 
about the same age as candidates appearing at the Entrance examination. 
But candidates for the latter examination read much more than the candidates 
for the former and that in a foreign tongue. | 
In England, training on the Kindergarten system is resorted to only in 
the lower classes of schools. It would be therefore injudicious to introduce 
the system in the Upper Primary and Middle schools in India. Judging by the 


standard fixed for the Middle schoois, the standard of teaching in the ‘Training 
schools, too, will certaiuly be lowered. | 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


17. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 28th J uly complains 


| ..  , Of the conduct of the Chairman and the Vice- 
the Hooghly Get er in Cheirman of the Kotrang Municipality in the 
Hooghly district, Last April, the rate-payers 


( 659 ) 
submitted a memorial to the: Magistrate complaining against the Chairman and 
art Vice-Chairman % Phe Magistrate made an enquiry into these complaints 
and reprimanded the Chairman and: the Vice-Chairman. These functionaries 
are now very angry ‘with the memorialists, and are trying their best to harass 
them. They are being served with notices. of sorts, and some of them are 
also being falsely ‘prosecuted. In one such prosecution, of late, the aceused 
were houourably. ‘acquitted, and the Court characterised the prosecution as 
malicious, The rate-payers have sent up a copy of the judgment to the 
Magistrate. | : | ; 


)- Railways and communications, including canals a d irriga tion. 


18. A correspondent of the Charu Milur of the ⁊ th July complains of 
| the impassable condition of the one wooden and 
Three bad bridges over à road two bamboo bridges over the road from Gharinda 
oe Es to Tangail in the Mymensingh district. This is 
seriously inconveniencing the residents of Gharinda who have to go to Tangail 
for their smallest everyday necessities. An appeal was made to the Sub- 
Overseer without effect. The bridges ought to be soon repaired, 9 
19. Bijay Gopal Rai, dewan of Babu Nanu Lal Misra, gayali, Gaya, 
: writing in the Sanjivant of the 27th July complains 
. that since the opening of the Lakhisarai—Gaya 
Railway, many ignorant pilgrims coming to Gaya have been made to pay 
excess fare for changing trains at Bankipore, as before, and not at Lakhisarai. 
It will be some time before. 2 and illiterate passengers will come to 
know that the changing station for those who wish to go to Gaya is no longer 
at Bankipore. So, for a month or two, at least, the tickets of all passengers 
should be examined at Lakhisarai, so that those who have tickets for Gaya 
may be made to change trains at that station. Up to the present the 
Railway authorities have taken no steps to warn Gaya passengers at the 
Lakhisarai station. | 


20. The male escort of the female passenger upon whom some of the 
Railway employés of the Bongong station attempted 
to commit an outrage writes as follows in the 
Basumati of the 27th July :— i 


On the 8th July last, I had to accompany a female relative to Gobardanga 
on urgent business. I purchased two tickets at Ranaghat and took the train 
to Bongong. My female companion took a seat in a female compartment. 
At the Gangnapur station, the fingers of the woman got accidentally crushed 
as a Railway peon shut the door of her compartment. She was so seriously 
injured that she fainted away, but was revived by the careful nursing of some 
of the passengers. At the Bongong station, a Babu wanted to see our tickets, 
‘and he took them away to the booking office. I conducted my companion to 
the waiting room for female passengers. A young ticket-collector of Bow Bazar, 
Calcutta, took me to the Railway dispensary and procured me medicines for 
application to my companion’s injured fingers. By this time my companion 
got fever, and with the ticket-collector’s permission both of us took seats in the 
‘waiting room, as there was at that time no other passenger in it. Then, when 
the train for Gobardanga was about toarrive at the station, I went to the 
booking office for my tickets. But no one paid attention to me, and the Babu 
who had taken away my tickets could not be found. I, therefore, produced a 
rupee and wanted two fresh tickets for Gobardanga. But the booking clerk 
declined to give me tickets on the ground that he had no change. I was thus 
prevented from taking the train to Gobardanga and was compelled to wait for 
the next train. I went back to the waiting room, but wes soon called from 
outside. Excepting the booking and telegraph offices and the waiting room, 
in which a light was dimly burning, the whole station was dark. The man 
who called took me to a room where there were three persons waiting for me. 
These L demanded my name and address and my destination. In the 
meantime the man who had brought me to this room went away, and about two 


A railway complaint. 


The Bongong outrage case. 


minutes after, I heard a noise in the waiting room, and my companion came 
running to the door of the room in which I then was. I wanted to know the 
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of her alarm, and she told me that the man referred to above had tried 
y his hands on her. I at once understood the whole situation, and the 
y case came to my mind. I, therefore, conducted my companion to the 
room and sat close to her. But soon after a man came and ordered 
me t leave that room. I refused, and another man, in an authoritative tone, 
ordered him to hand me over to the police. Upon this I conducted my 
companion to the ball for passengers and’ peered the night in great pain and 
anxiety. In the morning | met an acquaintance at the station and communicated 
the whole thing to him. He took me to the Station Master and informed him 
of the last night’s incident. The Station Master regretted that the incident had 
not been at once brought to his notice, and asked me 8 out the offenders. 
But they were unfortunately all absent at that time. The Station Master also 
requested me to stay for afew hours more and give him a written statement 
of what bad occurred, so that he might send it up to the higher authorities, 
But I could not stay and did not like to make the incident public. 


Hrravant, 21. The Hitavadi of the 28th July has the following in continuation of 

July 28th, 1899. what it wrote in a previous issue (Report on Native 

The Bongong outrage cas. Papers for 22nd July, paragraph 23) :— Sey 

Our expectation is going to be realised. o authorities, after making 

an enquiry, have suspended three Railway employés. The following are the 
particulars of the version of the aggrieved party :-— : 


The woman whose chastity the Railway employés attempted to outrage is 
a young woman, named Kalimati Dasi. Her escort was a Brahman gentleman 
ofthe name of Siddheswar Banerji. He is not the woman’s brother, but a 
neighbour. The passengers took him for the woman’s brother most probably 
because they heard her calling him dada or brother. The woman was not 
going to the house of her father-in-law, but to the house of her maternal uncle 
at Mathkomra, a village near Gobardanga. It is true that the woman's 
fingers were accidentally injured and medicine was applied atthe Bongong 
station. The woman and ber escort had to change the train at Bongong, but 
before the train for Gobardanga had arrived, a ticket-collector asked for their 
tickets and took them to the booking office. Siddheswar Babu wanted to get 
the tickets back, and the ticket-collector replied that they would be soon re- 
turned. The name of this ticket-collector has been ascertained to be Mati | 
Babu. 


The woman was placed in the waiting room and her escort waited on a 
bench on the platform close by. He was soon called away by a Railway 
employé, who charged him with enticing away the woman and threatened to 
hand him over to the police. Siddheswar Babu protested against this insult, and 
was called to the Station Master's room, where the other employés also began 
to accuse him of enticing away the woman. At this time two of the employés 
left the room and went in the direction of the waiting room, which was lighted. 
One of these scoundrels entered the room and addressed the woman in the 
same way in which they had addressed her escort. He threatened to hand her 
over to the police and ordered her to accompany him to the thana. The 
woman replied that if she was to go to the thana, she would go with her 
guardian. ce this the scoundrel asked her to come with him to her 

ardian, and as soon as she stepped out of the room, he tried to drag her toa 
ark corner, and laid his handson her. The woman raised analarm which 
brought her escort to her rescue. The Railway employés also 222 and 
their seats 


said that they would not be molested again. Both of them now took their 
jn the waiting room. 


But the matter did not end here. A jamadar appeared and said that no 
male passenger was permitted to stay in the waiting room. Upon this the 
left the waiting room and took their seats in the hall for passengers. Neith 
Siddheswar nor Kalimati at first intended to bring the matter to the notice of 
the authorities, but now that the authorities are making an enquiry into the 
matter, they are willing to depose in Court for the benefit of the public, One 
fact we should state by the way. It is alleged that the enquiring officers are 
trying to shield the assistant booking clerk who entered the waiting room and are 
trying. to shift the whole blame on to the shoulders of the ticket-collector. 
The Trafic Manager should take note of this fact. | 5 | 1 
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22. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 31st. July complains that the dilapidated ramon Han, 


‘condition of the bridge over the Kakri river near 


A dilapidated bridge in the Miyarbazar, 12 miles to the south of Comilla, 


shies CNSR TE has obstructed the stream, the water of which has 
flooded the paddy-fields to the east of the road. The bridge should be repaired 


so as to remove the obstruction. | 


(h)— General. 


23. Referring to the masjid case in Kohat, the Darussalianat and Urdu 
pele Guide of the 27th July says that it was the inten- 
The sepepd opse tp Dene. tion of the we ‘Commissioner to have the 
masjid demolished. To accomplish this end, he called a meeting of the Com- 
missioners: of the Kohat ,Municipality on the 17th July. The frontier 
Musalmans began to gather that day in the masjid of Hajji Bahadur Khan 
from an early hour in the morning. Fortunately: for them, there was no order 
passed for demolishing the ag? sa otherwise there is no knowing what their 
fate would have been. The Municipal Commissioners after a long debate 
assed the resolution that the land on which the mosque. and well stood did not 
— to the municipality, and that the public should be permitted to use 
the well. | Se 
The Divisional Commissioner’s letter to the Municipal Commissioners in 
connection with the masjid case is to the following effect :— 


H received a letter from the Deputy Commissioner of Kohat accompanied 
by the appeal preferred by Abdul Aziz and Juma against his order. I know 
that the land upon which the mosque stands belongs to the municipality, and 
the Musalmans used only to say their prayers on it with the municipality’s 
permission. But they have now built a mosque upon the land. The permis- 
sion, therefore, should now be withdrawn. Moreover, as there is another 
mosque close to the one in question, I agree in the Deputy Commissioner's 
proposal to demulish the latter.” ee 


Subsequently, the Chairman produced two other letters, both of which 
directed the municipality to demolish the mosque at the cost of the Musalman 
merchants if they refused to do so themselves within 14 days. After a hot 
discussion the meeting, however, finally passed a resolution to the effect that 
the municipality had the power to grant the Musalmans permission to build a 
mosque on the land, and that asa mosque had already been raised upon it 
according to that permission, the permission could not be withdrawn until the 
whole case had been considered, which it would take the municipality one 
month todo. The Divisional Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner are 
not well-meaning officials. They say that the land in question belongs to the 
municipality, while the municipality itself denies it. The Commissioner says 
that the mosque was built without the sanction of the municipality, while the 
municipality say that permission was granted to the Musalmans to build it. 
The Commissioner says that there is another mosque close to the one in 
question, but there is no such mosque within the whole bazar in which the 
moeque in question stands. 3 


24. The Basumati of the 27th July is not satisfied with the Lieutenant- 
3 Governor's reply to the Rangpur Association's 
i ae prayer for the introduction of competitive examin- 
ation for the appointment of Rural Sub-Registrars. It is not always that men 
of position and respectability are appointed to Rural Sub-Registrarships. 
Recommendation is generally the best passport to this branch of the public 
service. A man is not, from the social point of view, regarded as a man of 
respectability, simply because a relative of his happens to hold a high post in 
the public service. Even the son of a duféri or head khansama has been 
known to be appointed a Deputy Magistrate, merely on the strength of recom- 
mendation. Can the relations of such a person be regarded as possessing a 
high social status? We do not, however, know how the Government judges a 
man’s social status and respectability. | come 
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25. Referring to the masjid case in Kohat, Al Punch of the 28th J uly 
F says that the Deputy Commissioner of Kohat 

The masjid ome in Kohat. — the postponement of the construction of the 
masjid without a personal inspection of the site on which it was being built: 
He even disallowed the Musalmans to offer prayers on the * land. This 
is the first time since the establishment of British rule in India that a subject. 
people have been deprived of their religious liberty. One may not be inclined 
to believe this, But if the fact be such as is stated, the utmost that one would 
be able to say in defence of the Deputy Commissioner is that all this is pro- 
bably the result of some past misconduct on the part of the Musalmans. It is 
said that the Deputy Commissioner is bent upon having the masjid ‘demolished , 


26. The Hitavadi of * 28th J uly has 0 Ape. or reference to 

the posting of a special police at Mohanpur on the 

ae application of Mr. Late, Manager of the local tea- 
garden :— 

Mr. Lees says that the villagers are stealing bamboo from the tea-garden, 
armed with guns, This no doubt strikes us as strange. How can people, who 
have to cut bamboo in order to maintain their life, afford to purchase guns? 
It did not transpire, during the trial of the Ross case, that the villagers were 
in possession of guns. According to Mr. Ross’s deposition, — used daos and 
tried to assault him with these weapons. Mr. Lees has preferred a serious 
charge against the villagers, and Mr. Cotton, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
ought to have made an enquiry into it. It would reflect great discredit upon 
the police if it is proved that the villagers cut bamboo, armed with guns, not- 
withstanding the Arms Act. Europeans fire their guns on the slightest pretext 
and kill natives, and yet, in the opinion of some officials, they must be held as 
knowing how to properly use their guns! But as for natives, they cannot be 
trusted with fire - arms even if there be nothing against them, except that they 
may have used them in self-defence! Under these circumstances, a proper 
enquiry should be made to ascertain whether the villagers are really cutting 
bamboo, armed with guns. 


27. The same paper has the following with reference to the case of 
Janani Dasi of Birsinga, in the Bishanpur subdivi- 
sion of the Bankura, district, who was fraudulently 
recruited as a cooly and sent up to an Assam tea-garden, but has now 
been ordered to be released by the Subdivisional Officer of Bishanpur. _ 
The complainant submitted the certificate of Babu Radha Raman Ghosh, 
M. B., according to which the age of Janani Dasi is said to be not above 14 years. 
In fact, the girlis not above 14 years from her appearance, and we fail to 
understand how she came to be passed as a registered cooly by the Immigration 
Inspector. The conduct of the immigration officers is certainly strange. It is 
urgently necessary that an enquiry should be made into this case, and if the 
case be enquired into by impartial and trustworthy officers, the case: against the 
recruiters is sure to be proved, and Janani Dasi is sure to be released. It 
cannot be believed that this woman went to the tea-garden of her own accord, 
leaving her mother, husband, and father-in-law. g 
Let the tea planters adequately pay their coolies and thousands of free 
labourers will be eager fo serve in the tea-gardens. In this poor country, 
labour-supply is never likely to be deficient. The present system of recruiting 
coolies may be advantageous to the tea planters, but it is ruinous to the ooolies. 
Before they go to Assam, the coolies are led to entertain high hopes about 
their future; but once in the tea-gardens, they are sadly disappointed. We 
do not.know when the coolies will come to be freed from the provisions of the 
Labour Contract Act. ae 
The coolies are ignorant and illiterate. They do not understand the 
force or meaning of the contract into which they enter before going to Assam. 
Theie are, it is true, remedies in the case of a real grievance; but the coolies are 
ignorant of these and are quite helpless. We do not say that all coolies are 
ill-treated and allow themselves to be bound by a contract without knowing its 
force or meaning. All that we say is that, in these days of free trade and 


free labour, coolies should not be kept bound hard and fast * 
of the Contract Act. P ) ar N by the provisions 


A cooly case. 
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III. —-LEOITISLATIVE. 


28. The Charu Mihir of the 25th July says that even in England there 
is no law containing provisions similar to those 
The Telegraphic Press Mes-. proposed in the Telegraphic Press Messages Bill 
a recently introduced in the Viceroy’s Council in 
India. The Bill will benefit no one, but will be a source of great inconvéeniente 
to the public, Foreign press telegrams are received in this country by the 
proprietors of Anglo-Indian newspapers, and though they cost much, they 
contain little that interests the general native reader. ‘The sale of native 
papers, in fact, does not at all depend on the quantity and _ novelty of foreign 
news. Early publication of foreign news by the Anglo-Indian papers is not, 
therefore, a matter which at all affects 1 Beyond inconveniencing 
the public at large, the Bill, when passed, not inconvenience any particular 
community. 

29. The Sanjivani of the 27th July says that fifteen days will be too short 
gg 1 a time to give to the Select Committee to make 
The Calcutta Municipal Bill. the changes in the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which 

have been suggested by Lord Curzon. One fails to see why the Government 
of Bengal is in so much hurry to pass the Bill. Se 

30. The Hitavadi of the 28th July writes as follows, with reference to 

the Advocate-General’s opinion that Babu Bai- 

Babu Baikantha Nath Sen's kunta Nath Sen is disqualified under the residen- 

— | tial section of the India Councils Act, to sit in the 
Legislative Council :— 


The intricacies of the law are beyond our comprehension, and we do not 


know the secret of the art of legal interpretation. But we ask, why was not 
this interpretation made in the case of Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam or Babu Guru 
Prasad Sen? Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen is more intimately connected with 
the Burdwan Division, than is Babu Guru Prasad Sen with the Dacca, or 
Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam with the Chittagong Division. If their election was not 
legally tavalid, why should Baikuntha Nath Babu's election be legally invalid? 
It does not matter that his election has been objected to. If an election is 


4 


valid when no objection has been raised bg it, we fail to understand 


why another election of the same nature will be invalid, simply because an 
objection is raised against it. oe 

It is said that in Mr. Woodroffe's opinion, Baikuntha Babu’s election being 
declared invalid, he who has come off second best in the election ought to be 
nominated. If this is the law, why was a different procedure followed in the 
case of Babu Asu Tosh Chaudhuri? Why wasa fresh election held when his 
election was declared invalid? There can be no answer to this from the 
common sense point of view. But the legal sense may transcend common 
sense. If Baikuntha Babu’s election be declared invalid on legal grounds, 


few elections will, in future, come to be declared valid. 


31. The following is a summary of an article in the Bangabandhu of the 
28th July :— 
r Not a bad policy this. There is no ruling 


the country with ease unless the native papers 
are stopped; and, as even the addition of section 124 to the Penal Code has 
failed to bring them under the operation of the law, some new expedient must 
be devised. Natives have now received high Engli h education. They have 
become fond of imitating English ways and manners. They no longer fear 
or respect Europeans as before, but want to stand on the same footing with 
them. They now distinguish between right and wrong. Their newspapers 
like to write about Englishmen and are fond of discussing politics. They 
50 to England to expose the faults and shortcomings of the authorities in 
ndia. What is all this? For what have all the Indian laws been framed ? 
How are the native papers to be put down? A lot of editors have been sent 
to jail; many have been ye under surveillance. Still they are not 
overawed. What is to be done, then? 


Probably many officials have thought in this way and, finding all their 


old attemps to put down the native papers fruitless, have brought forward the 
Telegraphic Press Messages Bill to secure that object. — ; 
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The rigorous rule, relating to the publication of foreign press messages 
oposed 8 the Bill will, without doubt, kill, one by one, many of the 
nglish dailies edited by natives, because there are few native r agp 
able to buy foreign telegrams. And with the death of these dailies, the 
clamour against English despotism will undoubtedly be silenced. Euro 
know very well that native editors, who write for their bread, will not be able 
to spend money on foreign telegrams and will have, therefore, after the passing 
of the Bill, to close their business. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS, 


32. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 25th July has the following :— | 

We have been all our life * that it is 

The Englishman on the Mohan- natives who are oppressed, insulted and in some 
h places even wounded and killed by Europeans. 
Recently, however, we have heard of some cases of an i nature, that 
is to say, of cases in which low class native coolies and labourers have beaten 
Evropeans. What has brought about this change? Our famous Anglo- 
Indian contemporary in Calcutta has already proclaimed a jehad against 
natives raising the cry that the life and property of Europeans are no longer 
safe in India, without caring to enquire what has suddenly made natives 80 
aggressive. There is a saying in English that the meanest worm trampled 
upon, will turn upon its 35 — We believe that native coolies and labourers, 
continually oppressed by Europeans and labouring under the misapprehension 
that justice cannot eg even the European who kills a native, have begun 


- to take the law into their own hands in sheer despair. The native papers 


have cried for a remedy when they have seen Europeans charged with grave 
offences, escape unpunished, or very slightly punished. But some officials and 
European jurors, in their extreme partiality for their countrymen, have not 
listened to that cry and have gone on letting off European offenders, If any 
countryman of theirs has come to grief for this unconscionable couduct of 
theirs, it is only they who are responsible for it. It will not do to call the 
natives liars and Hoses hs if their own immoral policy has brought about 
consequences which they never thought of. The Englishman would have done 
something towards remedying the evil it complains of, if, instead of abusing 
the natives for nothing, it had, like a wise man, advised European Judges, 
Magistrates and jurors to show no bias or partiality for European criminals ; 
but to punish them in exact proportion to the gravity of their offences. When 
a native is killed by a European, our contemporary falls asleep and has not 
a word of complaint to utter against his countryman. But let a European 
be injured, however slightly, and he will fill the skies with his clamour and 
excite the race-feeling among his countrymen against natives, as he is doing 
in the present case. Some men were cutting bamboos in Mohanpur. Mr. Ross, 
the Assistant Manager of a tea-garden, believed that the bamboos belonged to 
him. He went with some men to arrest the villagers, and there was a row. 
Mr. Ross came out of the fight unscathed; but one of the villagers was killed 
and another was wounded. The Court believed Mr. Ross’s statement and 
acquitted him. We, for our part, can understand that Mr. Ross was acquitted, 
because his guilt was not proved. But low illiterate people cannot be expected 
to possess so much sense as to put a correct interpretation upon the finding of 


a Court. They went away with the impression that the accused escaped scot 
free, because he was a European. 


Take the case of Mr. Ironside of Raniganj. The enquiry into the cause 


of his death has been taken up by the Magistrate of Burdwan personally. 
Would this have been done if the deceased had been a native? 


_ The truth is that so long as all Judges and Magistrates and all European 
jurors do not try their own countrymen in strict accordance with the principles 
of justice and do not punish them as they deserve, so long will the low class 
people of this country carry in their minds the impression that a European is 
above punishment, and give rise to increased unrest in the count The only 
means of allaying the present unrest is an administration of justice with strict 
impartiality. and without making the least distinction of race and creed. The 


Lieutenant-Governor of North-Western Provinces has fully realised this and has 
acted accordingly. | 
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33. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 26th July says that the remarks which Rull Bream, ; — 


have been made by the Barisal Munsif’s Court in 
Mal-practices in an estate under the course of its judgment in the case which was 


7 instituted by the Bhuikailash Raj estate, now in 
the hands of a Receiver, against Kailas Chandra Sen, a former employé of the 


estate, are shameful to those who manage that property. The Munsif writes :— 

“This letter (a letter written from the Receiver’s office in Calcutta) sanc- 
tioned the retention of two dingi-boats and eight stout and robust peons for 
catching fish. The Bengali words are ‘ergs fi, which, I think, meant 
club-men.” | 

And again :— 

The words Me N may well come under what is called the secret 


Yet again :— 

“The letter No. 13 actually sanctioned the bribing the police,” 

About the genuineness of the papers produced, the Court says:— 

“Looking at them, one by one, I am constrained to say that they are not 
altogether free from suspicion and that the defendant’s complaint, that letter 
No. 13 and its copies now produced are not what they originally were, is not 
allogether groundless.” 

Again :— 

“The abstract and the copy book appear to be too fresh,” 


The letters referred to were all written from the Receiver’s office in 


Calcutta. ; 
Now, what is to be expected in private estates, when things like these take 


lace in an estate under the management of a Receiver? We agree with the 

ourt that the Receiver himself must have been ignorant of the evil practices 
referred to in the judgment, and that they were adopted at the instigation of 
the lower officers. Still,is not the Receiver principally responsible for such evil 
doings in an estate, the management of which is in his hands? It is ho 
the Receiver will make an enquiry and free the estate from the stigma of bad 
and high-handed management, and make its management a model for the 
guidance of private zamindars. 


URITA PAPERS. 


34. The Utkaldipika of the 6th May regrets to observe that no one passed 

iia ia the last B. L. examination from the Ravenshaw 

eo College, Cuttack, and hopes that the college will 

show better results in the next year. 

35. The same paper complains that the appointment of a foreigner to the 

. ; ost of the Sub-Registrar of Pipli in district Puri 

dist nt Füs. PPeintment in the has been the cause of great heart-burning among 

the educated people of that district, who are of 

opinion that there was no necessity for importing new men, when competent 
local men were available. 

36. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 10th May approves of the deter- 

8 mination of the Government of India to withdraw 

e the proposal to divest all clerks drawing salaries 

less than Rs. 50 per mensem of the right of appeal in cases of removal or 

dismissal at the request of the Government of Bengal, and observes that 


Sir John Woodburn has earned the gratitude of the poor clerks by keeping the 
doors of justice open to them. ; 


, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


Bencat TRAMsLATOR's OFFice, 
The 5th August 1899. 


L. H.—Reg. No. 26980—77-—-9.8.99, 


July 26th, 1899. 


- 8 
. 


>. 9 . 
r 1 7 8 
* b . en — * 37 
N „ 
E tees 
ae canbe RS ee eee 


T eee 
S Se eee > sa a TTT 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
May 6th, 1899. 
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May 10th, 1899. . 5 
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